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ARTISTS AGAINST OVERDOSE
SILENT AUCTION ART EVENT TO HELP BATTLE OPIOID EPIDEMIC

Hartford, CT – Artists Against Overdose, a charity art auction event, is gearing up for the 2nd annual AAO Show on 

Saturday, March 30th on the 25th floor of the Goodwin Square building, 225 Asylum Avenue in downtown 

Hartford. The AAO mission is to help raise awareness on the opioid epidemic, the increase in fatal overdoses in 

Connecticut, and provide harm reduction techniques and education. Last year the AAO show raised over $9200 

which was donated to AIDS-CT for the purchase of Narcan, an FDA-approved nasal form of naloxone for the 

emergency treatment of a known or suspected opioid overdose. 

This year’s donation recipient is the Greater Hartford Harm Reduction Coalition (GHHRC). GHHRC is a local 

organization dedicated to promoting the dignity and wellbeing of individuals and communities impacted by drug use. 

GHHRC holds that every individual deserves a participatory voice in the public dialogue regarding drug use policies, 

programs and practices. Through advocacy, training and service, GHHRC aims to ensure the availability, adequacy, 

accessibility and acceptability of services and resources that remediate the adverse consequences of drug use.

Event organizer Benjamin Grippo, a substance abuse counselor and recovering heroin addict himself, founded 

the organization in 2017 because he felt that access to Naloxone and the price of a prescription, with or 

without insurance, was a definite barrier for people who were actively using. Grippo found that a person with 

state insurance can obtain Naloxone, but with private insurance it was another story. Grippo did some research 

and tried to fill a Naloxone prescription with a state wide standing order and coupon from the makers of 

Narcan. “I tried to fill a prescription at CVS, they looked at me like I had three heads, they suggested I go to 

Walgreens across the street. When I got there they said that the pharmacist that was licensed to dispense 

Naloxone was not on the premises but would be in that night, I then inquired about the price, I have 

Connecticare for insurance and it was $60.00, for your average opioid addict, that’s a huge problem.”

The number of fatal overdoses in Connecticut have nearly doubled in the last several years, from 623 in 2014, to 

1072 in 2017. With overdose rates in and outside of Connecticut on a sharp incline and no end in sight, Grippo’s 

plan is to simply “flood the streets with Narcan.” 

Grippo is asking for art donations to be auctioned off at the AAO Show leading up to the event. Members of the 

community, supporters of art, culture, and charity are asked to join Grippo at the event on March 30th, to attend, 

bid, and support the cause. Grippo states “Attending the event gives you the right to tell people you helped battle 

the opioid epidemic, what we’re doing is going to help bring awareness of this growing issue to our community 

and wherever else we can. We just want to help someone that might not be able to help themselves.”

The 2nd Annual Artists Against Overdose auction will be held on Saturday, March 30th at the Goodwin Square 
building, 225 Asylum Ave, downtown Hartford CT at 6 p.m. with a $10 minimum donation at the door. If you are an 
artist and interested in submitting a piece to this event, please contact aaoshow@gmail.com. The deadline to have 
art delivered or picked up is flexible provided the artist makes prior arrangements.


